Weel 71: THEBEARS (URSAS)
URSA MAJOR (GREAT BEAR) & URSA MINOR (SMALL BEAR)

Mythology of the constellations Ursa Major and Ursa Minor

was followed by a band of beautiful nymphs, all swomn to a vow of chastity. One of the most

lovely of these was Callisto. She was espied by Zeus, a god with a particular fondness for mortal women, on one of his
many visits to earth. Disguising himself as Apollo, brother of Artemis, he overcame any scruples Callisto may have had
and they became lovers. Eventually, Callisto was delivered of a son, and he was named Arcas (from the Greek arktos or

"bear"). Knowing that Artemis would be furious with Callisto for breaking her vow, and more especially to shield her from
the wrath of his wife, Zeus changed his unfortunate lover into a bear. She was forced into a lonely exile, roaming the
she was unable to form any close friendships with the animals

forests and hiding from human hunters. At the same time,
because she still possessed human feelings. Many years later, her now fully-grown son Arcas was hunting in the woods
As he lifted his bow and arrow to shoot her, Zeus quickly

when he saw a great bear which was, in fact, his own mother.
intervened, and changed Arcas into a little bear so that he immediately recognised his mother. The story has a happy
ending as, lonely no more, Callisto and her son were transported to the heavens, thereafter to be known as the Ursa °

Major and Ursa Minor.

Artemis, the moon goddess,

Ursa Major stars

1. Dubhe (the Bear) ‘ Magnitude 2.0 jellow

2. Merak (the Loin of the Bear) | Magnitude 2.5 greenish white

3. Phecda (the Thigh) Magnitude 2.5  topaz yellow |

4. Megrez (the Root of the Tail) Magnitude 3.6 pale yellow (
5. Alioth (Fat Tail) Magnitude 2.1

6. Mizar (a Girdle) Magnitude 2.1_' brilliant white

7. Alcor (Neglected One because noticeable only by a sharp eye. Magnitude 4.8

8. Alkaid (the Chief of Mourners) Magnitude 1.9 * brilliant white
9. Mauscida (the muzzle of an animal) Magnitude 3.5 |
10. Talitha (the third leap of the Gazelle) Magnitude 3.2 topaz yellow

11. Tania Borealis (the second léap of the Gazelle (north)) Magnitude 3.7 red

12. Tania Australis (the second leap of the Gazelle (south)) Magnitude 3.7 red

13. El Kophrah | i

Ursa Minor stars Bk | -

1. Polaris (Pole-star) Magnitude 2.2 | topaz yellow e e
2. Kochab (the Bright One) Magnitude 2.0. reddish | &

3. Pherkad (the Dim One) Magnitude 3.3)
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